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Objectives

• Discuss how our Christian faith calls us to be political
• Introduce the Be a Voice advocacy toolkit and how it 

connects to CHHSM’s mission, vision, and values
• Illustrate the toolkit’s use of narrative through a story 

about reproductive health care
• Facilitate small and large group sharing on stories from 

your own work and organizations that relate to the Be a 
Voice issues

• Discuss the importance of voting and protecting voting 
rights



Toward Tomorrow –Together We Learn, Together We Flourish

How Our Christian Faith Calls 
us to be Political

With Sandy Sorenson, MDiv
Director, UCC Justice and Witness 

Ministries



Politics is often taken to be a dirty 
word.  But political processes are 
simply the way communities of 
people organize their common life, 
allocate their resources and tackle 
shared problems.”

“For people of faith, public policy is 
never merely politics, merely 
economics.  It is one way we try to 
plow the biblical vision of shalom 
into the soil of our history.” 

- The Good Samaritan, the United Church 
of Christ and Public Policy

The UCC and Public Policy



Beyond 
Partisanship

A Biblical 
Vision of            

Right 
Relationship

Exodus 22

Leviticus 25

Isaiah 61 

Luke 4

Matthew 25 I John 3

Proverbs 31 

Isaiah 58

Micah 6

Deut. 24

Exodus 23 Isaiah 10



As people of faith, we 
bring the gift and 
responsibility of 

holding true to a vision 
of right relationship 
that transcends any 

singular political party, 
ideology or platform.

Our Unique Role



What Makes Advocacy Effective?

• Accurate information, insights, resources
• Stories of those most impacted by public policy
• Give decision makers information they can use 

– a key statistic, story, sound bite that 
communicates policy impact on their 
constituents

• Effective advocacy is about building 
relationships with decision makers and their 
staff members.



What is the most effective form of 
communication to legislators?

• Constituent visits 
(in-district and Washington)

• Individualized handwritten 
letters

• Individualized emails
• Phone calls
• Social media 
• Form letters/emails



Media Advocacy

• Be a source for 
news/comments

• Op-eds and letters to 
the editor

• Magnify your voice 
through social media



Advocacy though Social Media Examples

Twitter: 
• Domestic violence impacts women 

in my community. They need our 
support. @SenSmith pls support an 
inclusive Violence Against Women 
Act. #VAWA

Facebook:  
• Today I marched for health care 

access at the state capitol.  This is 
an issue of great importance for our 
community. @Representative Jones 
I hope you will join us in taking a 
stand to #ProtectOurCare.



People
power

Know your power

Narrative
change



Toward Tomorrow –Together We Learn, Together We Flourish

Be a Voice Advocacy Toolkit

With Rev. Elyse Berry, DMin
Associate for Advocacy & Leadership 

Development, CHHSM



Background: why?



Background: why now?

In the area of advocacy, the Board decided 
it was time for us to “be a voice” on a wide 
range of issues that affect all our member 
agencies in one way or another…We are 
going to do this because we need to join the 
chorus of all the other organizations who 
are out there speaking to legislators and 
administrators on all levels of government. 
We are going to do this because this is why 
CHHSM exists. This is what makes an 
association like ours relevant today and 
sustainable in the future.” 

- Mike Readinger, June 2019



Background: with whom?



January- Health Care for All
February- Affordable Housing &   
Homelessness
March- Reproductive Health Care
April- Children, Youth, and Families Services
May- Senior Services
June- Food Insecurity
July- Disability Services
August- Healthcare Access
September- Mental Health & Substance Use

The Advocacy Issues



Where to Find It



• Topic
• Story
• Background
• Current Context
• A Faith-based Response

Content

• Questions for Candidates
• Social Media Samples
• More Information
• CHHSM Organizations 
• Where to Find Us



A Faith-based Response

Health Care For All:
Website Version

Affordable Housing & Homelessness: 
PDF Version



Social Media Examples
Health Care for All

#BeAVoiceCHHSM #HealthCareForAll



Social Media Examples

Homelessness & Affordable Housing

#BeAVoiceCHHSM #EndHomelessness #FundAffordableHousing



Starting with Stories

I do not know 
what I would do 
without the 
Salam Clinic,” 
says M.R., a patient 
at one of the free 
health clinics run in 
partnership by local 
congregations, 
Deaconess Nurse 
Ministry, and 
physicians from the 
Islamic Foundation 
of St. Louis, MO. 

Being in this 
program allowed 
me the time to 
move from being 
that ‘troubled 
child’ to a self-
sufficient adult 
with people who 
cared about 
me,” says J.T who 
took part in a 
permanent 
supportive housing 
program at Back 
Bay Mission. 



Toward Tomorrow –Together We Learn, Together We Flourish

Reproductive Justice in Action

With Essence Ellis, BA
Yale Divinity Seminarian and 

Rev. Jerry Paul CHHSM Scholar



• Health Care for All
• Affordable Housing &   

Homelessness
• Reproductive Health Care
• Children, Youth, & Families Services
• Senior Services
• Food Insecurity
• Disability Services
• Health Care Access
• Mental Health & Substance Use

What is your story?



Call to Action: Vote!



Find us online at:

chhsm.org/advocacy

facebook.com/CHHSM/

twitter.com/chhsm

ucc.org/justice_advocacy_resources

facebook.com/JusticeAndWitnessMinistries/

https://twitter.com/justice_ucc

Sign-up for our monthly 
newsletter, Diakonie, and 

get Advocacy Alerts as well 
as notice of when new 

toolkit content is available. 

Please join us! #BeAVoiceCHHSM

https://www.facebook.com/CHHSM/
https://twitter.com/chhsm
https://www.facebook.com/JusticeAndWitnessMinistries/
https://twitter.com/justice_ucc


2020 CHHSM 82nd Annual Gathering: Justice and Grace –Together 

Thank you for coming!

#BeAVoiceCHHSM
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